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In 2015, our revitalized Douglas 

Health Futures Foundation board 

focused their fundraising efforts on 

programs that improve the health 

and safety of children in Douglas 

County: Children 1st, Babies Can’t 

Wait, Children’s Medical Services, 

and Safe Kids Douglas.  

A board highlight this year was co-

hosting a successful inaugural 

breakfast event with the Douglasville Police Department for the 

purpose of raising friends and funds to support the programs 

above.   

Board members advocated for our at-risk programs in so many 

ways! For example: 100% of our board provided financial sup-

port toward the Foundation’s 2015 fundraising efforts. Heather 

Nutter worked with board nominating committee chair Steven 

Lambert to champion board recruitment efforts. Andrea 

Woods, Gordon Pritz, Suvess Ricks, Wes Tallon, Gary Sparks, 

and Greg Williams garnered table sponsorships to support our 

August 2015 breakfast. Wes Tallon and his dctv23 crew contrib-

uted the highlight video introduced at the event and used fre-

quently this year.   

The Board’s successful efforts in 2015 allowed two children’s 

health programs—Babies Can’t Wait and Children’s Medical 

Services—to purchase specialty items for the children served. 

Orthotics, weighted blankets, and mouthpieces were purchased 

for children with neurological, sensory, or orthopedic complica-

tions for the purpose of soothing these children or supporting 

their movements and speech. Durable medical equipment (such 

as specialty chairs) was provided to children with chronic medi-

cal conditions to aid their caretakers and keep the children safe 

during activities such as eating and bathing.  

We have already started 2016 with vigor, including the re-

election of officers—Dr. Suvess Ricks (Chair), Gordon Pritz (Vice 

Chair), and Greg Williams (Secretary/Treasurer)—and a goal to 

increase fundraising and breakfast attendance in 2016. We are 

also excited that Andrea Woods will champion our first fund-

raising Zumbathon!  

Won’t you please support the board in its work to meet these 

goals and improve the health and safety of the entire Douglas 

County community?  These children and their families need 

your help!   

Lisa P. Crossman, MS 
Executive Director  

 

Sixty-four leaders from the Douglas County community gathered 

on August 25, 2015, for the “Healthy Futures: Partnering for 

Children’s Health” inaugural breakfast. The breakfast was co-

sponsored by the Douglas Health Futures Foundation and the 

City of Douglasville Police Department, which also hosted the 

event.  

After a welcome by Chief Gary Sparks, Emcee Dr. Suvess Ricks 

laid the groundwork to make a case for private support on be-

half of the programs the Foundation supports: Children 1st, Ba-

bies Can’t Wait, Children’s Medical Services, and Safe Kids Doug-

las. Dr. Jack Kennedy (District Health Director, Cobb & Douglas 

Public Health) spoke about the impact of public health programs 

in Douglas County followed by Greg Williams (Kaiser Perma-

nente) and Steven Lambert (WellStar), who addressed the im-

portance of public-private partnerships when it comes to the 

health of the community.  

 

A highlight of the event was the premier screening of “It’s All 

About the Children,” a video produced by dctv23 to shine a light 

on the Foundation’s program and  fundraising priorities . 

 

The event, which brought in over $1,500 in table sponsorships 

and on-site individual donations, closed with a stirring call to 

action by County Commission Chair Tom Worthan.  In so many 

ways it is, indeed, all about the children.  

Douglas Health Futures Foundation Co-Hosts Inaugural 
Breakfast With City of Douglasville Police Department 

DHFF Executive Director Reflects on 2015 Successes 
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2015 Inaugural DHFF Breakfast at the Douglasville Police Department. 

         Lisa Crossman 
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For 30 years, Gary Sparks has served with the Douglasville Police 

Department, starting in the patrol division and rising in the ranks 

to detective and captain, then deputy 

chief. In September 2015, he became 

the city’s Police Chief. An advocate for 

at-risk youth, he has volunteered with 

the Douglas Health Futures Founda-

tion board since March 2014. He cred-

its his sense of servant leadership to a 

Criminal Justice instructor at Fort Val-

ley State University. “Miss Ford en-

couraged us to go back and do some-

thing positive in our community,” he 

says. “She reminded us that’s why we 

were getting an education—to get and to give back.” 

After college, Sparks was commissioned into the U.S. Army before 

joining the Douglasville Police Department. He later earned a Mas-

ter’s degree in Justice Administration from Columbus State Uni-

versity and graduated from the 245th Session of the FBI National 

Academy. He has worked undercover narcotic investigations, es-

tablished the department’s Special Operations Unit and SWAT 

team, and led the Douglasville Police Department to earn State of 

Georgia Police Certification. Recently he created D-COP 

(Douglasville Community Outreach Program), through which offic-

ers volunteer to visit residents’ homes and share law enforcement 

information to build community trust. 

Nine years ago, Sparks helped launch the Youth Against Violence 

Program. “We wanted to educate youth about the consequences 

of making bad decisions and breaking the law,” he says. “We felt 

they wouldn’t listen to the police so we started looking for some-

one with a Ph.D. in the streets.” To this end, Sparks partnered 

with Arthur Powell, who had been to prison for 11 years before 

turning his life around and tasking himself with helping young peo-

ple. Still strong today, Youth Against Violence has received numer-

ous accolades, including the Civil Rights Award from the Georgia 

Chiefs Association.  

Sparks’ entire family lives in Douglas County, where he himself 

was born and raised. He enjoys spending time with his 83-year old 

mom, a son and a daughter, four grandkids, and a great church 

family. When not on duty, Sparks enjoys martial arts, playing the 

saxophone, and reading inspirational books. 

Police Chief Sparks Advocates for Youth and Children 

          Gary Sparks 

2015 BOARD DISTRIBUTIONS OF UNDESIGNATED FUNDS 

 Board approved distribution of undesignated funds to Babies Can’t Wait in the amount of $2,000 for weighted blankets for 

children with neurological disorders (e.g., autism) and orthotics for toddlers with orthopedic disorders. 

 Board approved distribution of undesignated funds to Children Medical Services in the amount of $1,000 for durable medi-

cal equipment (e.g., bath chair) for at least one child. 



 

 

2015 Foundation Board Excels at Service Leadership 
Dr. Suvess Ricks, Board Chair – Douglas County School System (Retired) 

Dr. Gordon Pritz, Board Vice Chair – Douglas County School System 
Greg Williams, Board Secretary/Treasurer – Kaiser Permanente 

Steven Lambert – WellStar  
Heather Nutter – United Way (Retired) 

Chief Gary Sparks – City of Douglasville Police Department 
Wes Tallon – Douglas County Communications  

Andrea Woods – SunTrust Bank 

 

 

“In Honor/Memory Of” Campaign a Hit with Donors 
Many donors enjoyed making a contribution “In Honor/Memory Of” a loved one during 2015.  Watch for similar oppor-
tunities coming your way in 2016.

Douglas Health Futures Foundation, Inc. 
6770 Selman Drive, Douglasville, Georgia 30134 

Jan.Heidrich-Rice@dph.ga.gov   •   (770) 514-2325   •   www.douglashealthfutures.org 

Ask about the many ways to give, including through a donation In Honor/Memory of a loved one. 
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 Thanks to These DHFF Donors for Their 2015 Support 
Corporate & Foundation Donors 

City of Douglasville Police Department  •  Council on Alcohol & Drugs  •  Douglas County Communications & Community Relations     

Douglas County School System   •   Douglas County Sheriff’s Office    •   Georgia State Charitable Contributions Program     

Georgia Teen Institute   •  Greystone Power Foundation, Inc.  •   Kaiser Permanente 

Let’s Be Clear Georgia   •   SunTrust Bank – Arbor Place   •    WellStar Douglas Hospital 

 

Individual Donors  

Cynthia Appleby  •   Pam Blackwell  •  Agnes Brown  •   Lisa Crossman   •   Valerie Crow   •   Melanie Elliott  •   Licha Guzman 

Jan Heidrich-Rice   •   Chris Hutcheson   •   Dr. Ramona J. Jones  •   Jonathan Kemp  •   Maurine and Jack Kennedy  

Steven Lambert   •   Harveda and Virgil Moon  •  Valerie Prince   •   Gordon Pritz  •   Dr. Suvess Ricks   •   John Sell   

Gary Sparks   •   Wes Tallon  •   Carol Wilde  •  Gregory S. Williams   

 
Names that are bolded signify donors who made an annual gift at the Public Health Guardian level of $250 or more. 

 
 

Memorial and Honor Tributees 

Britton Carter   •   Scott Crow   •   Elianna Doby  •   Bacon and Silver Guzman   •  Abie Fields King   •   Alexis Moon   •   Brogen Tyler 

The CDPH Purchasing/Accounts Payable Team: Jackie Blackburn, Norma Castillo, Licha Guzman & Dolly Velazquez 

Dr. Jack Kennedy and the CDPH Leadership Team 


